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In the name of God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen! 

This morning we have before us what is perhaps one of the most familiar 
stories Jesus ever told - the parable of the Good Samaritan.  So, hearing it again 
might cause us to wonder, is there anything new in this story that we haven’t 
already thought about, or heard preached before?  Hasn’t this story been pretty 
much worn smooth?  Has this parable reached the point where its lost its power 
to teach us anything? 

My friends, the story of the Good Samaritan has become something of a 
cliche in our culture.  We have Good Samaritan laws and Good Samaritan 
Hospitals.  We live with a common concept that any charitable act makes us 
Good Samaritans.  However, it was Jesus’ intent that this parable mean more 
than that - much more. 

The sermons we’ve heard about the Good Samaritan often focus on those 
who encounter the man who was beaten and left near death on the road to 
Jericho.  There was also a priest, a Levite and a man from Samaria.  Two who 
walked on by, and one who stopped.  Often, preachers like myself would ask 
“which one of those three are you most like?  Or, which one do you want to be 
like?” 

This morning, however, I think it would be interesting to look at another 
character in this parable.  I believe it would be worth our time to take a closer 
look at the victim - the one who was robbed, stripped of his clothes, beaten, and 
left for dead. 

For many of us, it might seem difficult, or even inappropriate, to identify 
with the victim.  It’s easy for most Americans to feel too privileged, blessed, or, 
maybe even lucky, to equate themselves with such an unfortunate soul.  This 
morning though, I would ask you to look deeper in your soul, to consider a time, 
or times, in your life, when you’ve found yourself suffering.  And I don’t mean 
some minor, event, which is fairly common place to all lives.  I mean, some 
significant time of suffering in your life.  My brothers and sisters, its impossible to 



live our lives without having ever experienced some significant difficulty.  We may 
have been robbed of our possessions in some direct, physical way.  We may have 
been the victim of a burglary when a thief broke into our home.  We may have 
been robbed of time and energy by someone, or others, whose irresponsibility 
forced us to do more than our fair share of some important task. 

Most of us have, at some point in our lives, been treated unfairly or unjustly.  
At times we’ve also been beaten down by our own sins, failures and 
disillusionment.  And who among us has never felt wounded by the knowledge of 
our own limitations and abilities. 

So, thinking back, can you recall having ever been stripped bare by 
rejection and abandonment?  Or, beaten down by those who have told lies about 
you, in an attempt to discredit your reputation?  Perhaps more devastatingly, have 
you ever felt half dead by discovering that there is nothing you can do to change 
the conditions of your life, or to relieve the pain of your circumstances? 

My friends, in greater or lesser ways, don’t we sometimes feel as helpless 
as the victim in Jesus’ parable?  Don’t we also pray for mercy?  Don’t we each 
come, at some point in our lives, as beggars to the Lord’s table, reaching out with 
our hands, seeking the bread that will restore our lives and save us from the 
spiritual despair that seems to have wrapped around us like a dark cloak? 

So, as we remember those times in which we might identify with the victim, 
what do we make of it?  Was the man who was beaten and left for dead deserving 
of help from the Samaritan who stopped?  Was there something about our victim 
that merited a cultural and societal enemy taking a serious risk by sacrificing his 
time and substance to help him and save him?  Loving him with no strings 
attached, and with no hope of gaining anything in return?  Maybe there was 
nothing at all that prompted such an action on the part of the good Samaritan.  
Maybe the victim was undeserving of the Samaritan’s help.  I mean, think about it.  
Wasn’t the victim rather foolish to have traveled on such a dangerous road by 
himself?  Did he not bring this misfortune on himself? 

The point is, the poor man’s choices may have led to his unfortunate 
circumstances - but it didn’t matter.  For whatever reason, the Samaritan helped 
him, unconditionally.  He showed mercy as God shows mercy to God’s children.  
Which prompts the question we must ask ourselves.  Are we always deserving of 
the love and forgiveness that God continually provides us?  And, again, the 
answer is, it doesn’t matter.  And, that, my brothers and sisters, is the primary 
message of Jesus’ parable.  It illustrates the truth of God’s mercy.  It is God’s love 



poured out for us, unconditionally, and with no strings attached.  Without our 
being deserving, God cares for us in an extraordinary way. 

If we can experience the same grace that the beaten man experienced 
when he was helped by an enemy, we will know what God intends for all God’s 
children.  Not only will we know how God cares for us when we are hurt, as God’s 
love flows in and through us, it will hopefully become more natural for us to think 
and act as the Samaritan did for the man he saved. 

My brothers and sisters, Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan is a primer 
for our Christian faith.  It offers us a foundation of Christian ethical and moral 
values upon which we can build our lives in pursuit of God’s purposes for us.  It is 
baptismal in nature.  Jesus’ parable says to us: 

* avoid the faithless idolatry of those who pass by on the other side. 
* take risks for the sake of the gospel 
* care for your neighbors 
* recognize that ‘neighbor’ includes everyone, every where 
* give with no strings attached,  
* tend to the basic human needs of others without regard for whether they are 

deserving or not 
*  love those who are different from ourselves, even those we may despise, and 

whom we may consider unloveable and undeserving 

Through the parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus takes us into the depths 
of God’s love.  He answers the question, “Who is my neighbor?” by giving us an 
unforgettable example of love in action.  Jesus does not let us get away with 
failing to “put our money where our mouth is.”  Believing and knowing what is 
right is not enough.  Jesus’ model story of the Good Samaritan on the road to 
Jericho forces us to see ourselves, broken and beaten, on the roads we travel in 
our daily lives. 

My friends, seeing this story from the perspective of the victim can help us 
to more appropriately turn words of belief into action.  Jesus’ parable forces us to 
see that just knowing the meaning of ‘neighbor’ is not enough.  We can only 
express our gratitude for what God has done for us if we model the actions of the 
Good Samaritan on the road to Jericho.  And, how will we know when that 
happens?  The answer to that question will come when we leave this church this 
morning.  Amen.  




