
August 4, 2019 

The Rev. Barry P. Kubler 
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Plant City, Fl. 

In the name of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen! 

I like people.  I’m an extrovert.  And, as a priest, and former rector of 
several congregations, I admit to you this morning that I get a bit disappointed 
when some of the flock fail to show up on Sunday mornings.  But, I’m also a 
realist.  While it would be nice if everyone came to church on Sunday morning, in 
their best clothes, on their best behavior, and in a good mood - that’s not realistic.  
Despite the fourth commandment’s injunction to keep the Sabbath Day holy, to 
expect that everyone’s week has gone well, and that everyone got a good night’s 
sleep Saturday night, it just doesn’t happen. There are reasons for why we don’t 
always show up on Sunday morning. 

My friends, that’s not the way life is.  And when we do come to church, we 
always bring our lives with us.  Sometimes getting up, getting ready, and making 
the effort to go to church is more than we can do.  The arthritis in our joints is 
driving us crazy again.  We can’t remember where we put our glasses.  Or, the 
kids have run us ragged all week and we’re just plain tired.  There are lots of 
reasons for not being here.  We ran out of money again, before we were finished 
paying the bills.  And we haven’t even mentioned the nagging fact that we need a 
new car, but we’re so upside down in our payments for the one we’ve got, we’ve 
got to find a way to make it last for at least another year or two. 

Yet, many times, even for all those reasons, and then some, we do make it 
to church; but, not always in the best of moods.  And who wants to be in church 
with a bad mood hanging over you?  However, if we’re honest with ourselves, it’s 
better than staying home and trying to nurse our misery all by ourselves.  We all 
know the old adage that, ‘misery loves company,’ right?  

Well, all of that being said, we arrive at today’s gospel.  The crowd that had 
gathered around Jesus wasn’t in what we would call a formal church setting.  But 
Jesus is clearly teaching and preaching.  And within the midst of that setting 
Jesus is confronted by a man who was there for what appears to be a specific 
reason, but also clearly in a bad mood.  It was inevitable, I suppose.  Even though 
Jesus doesn’t present himself as a counselor, it was quite natural for people to be 



drawn to him and his personality.  After all, it was Jesus who once said, “Come to 
me, all you who are burdened and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest?”  Sounds 
like an invitation to me. 

So, on the basis of his insight and wisdom, his caring spirit and nature, 
people were drawn to Jesus… and not only for his power to heal, to teach, and 
for the miracles he could perform. They also sought him out for help in solving 
their problems. 

A man in the crowd literally shouts out to Jesus in the middle of one of his 
lessons, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me.”  And 
let’s hit the pause button for a moment.  Do you notice.  In the exchange between 
Jesus and the un-named man, the man doesn’t even say please.  But his 
comment does give us some insight into his situation.  The man is obviously one 
of the younger sons in the family.  If he had been the oldest, he would be the one 
receiving the inheritance, and would no doubt have a younger brother 
complaining about his unwillingness to share the family’s property. 

The traditional custom in those times was that the inheritance was left to 
the eldest brother.  It may not seem fair, but that’s the way it was.  If any of the 
younger brothers received anything, it would be through the generosity of the 
oldest son, or the patriarch of the family.  Presumably, in this situation, the eldest 
brother had not felt so inclined. 

The man who calls out to Jesus from the crowd has no influence or power 
in his family’s situation and he wants Jesus to do something about it.  And a 
reasonable question would be, why is he asking Jesus?  Why wouldn’t he hire a 
lawyer?  Well, what he really needs is an arbitrator, not a lawyer.  He knows he 
has no legal rights.  So the man appeals to Jesus on a moral and ethical basis.  
And that’s right up Jesus’ alley, isn’t it? 

Yet, Jesus doesn’t waste any time in responding, does he? “Friend,’ he 
says, “who set me to be a judge, or arbitrator over you?” 

Now, this is purely a guess on my part - though it is an educated guess - 
but if you were to ask your attorney friends about the cases they deal with, 
especially when some form of arbitration is involved, the problems that have led 
up to the need for arbitration are generally based on some form of greed.  And 
greed my friends almost always comes from a lack of a moral, spiritual, or ethical 
understanding of what is right and what is wrong.  So, while Jesus quickly 
responds to the man’s request by claiming that he has no authority, he doesn’t 



leave it there.  He follows that comment with a parable about a greedy farmer.  
One we have come to know as the parable of the “rich fool.” 

Now, the most interesting thing about this parable may not be the story 
itself; but its context.  In life, context is always important.  No where in holy 
scripture is that more evident than in Luke’s gospel.  The parable of the ‘rich fool’ 
is just the first in a series of stories that reveal how all of us tend to forget about 
who created the earth we are privileged to live on, and how we ought to live on it.  

The story of the greedy farmer in the twelfth chapter of Luke’s gospel is 
followed by another famous story in chapter fifteen about a young man who 
claims a portion of his father’s inheritance and squanders it on loose living, only 
to return in shame, begging that he be allowed to live out the remainder of his 
days as a servant.  We know that man as the prodigal son. 

In chapter sixteen there are two stories which continue to track this theme.  
One is a rather strange one.  It’s about a wicked steward who realizes his master 
is about to throw him out of his house because of his treachery.  So, he runs 
around, making amends for his greedy behavior as fast as he can - not so much 
because he’s truly sorry about his behavior, but because he’s a survivor, a very 
shrewd survivor.  The other story is about a rich man who dies and wakes up in 
hell because he selfishly ignored the poor sick man who laid outside his gate 
begging for help. 

In chapter seventeen, in one of Jesus' lesser known parables, he talks 
about the arrogant servants who come into their master’s house after tending to 
the crops, or caring for the sheep.  They expect their master, the owner of the 
farm, to prepare a hot meal for them since they’ve been out toiling in the fields all 
day.  Jesus says, wouldn’t the owner rather say to the servants, “You prepare 
supper for me, put on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you can 
eat and drink” (vv. 7-10).   

It’s important to note here that Jesus’ stories are being addressed to the 
religious establishment - those who have forgotten their place before God and 
expect God to treat them more favorably than they deserve, just because they’re 
religious leaders. 

In chapter nineteen we find the story about wages.  In this parable Jesus 
tells us about a nobleman who goes on a long journey, and while he is away he 
gives each of his servants a pound, or about three months’ wages.  He says to 
them, “Do business with this money until I come back.”  When he returns he calls 
each of them in to see what they had made in his absence.  One servant has 



taken his money and multiplied it ten-fold.  Another has increased his five fold.  
But a third servant has taken his money and wrapped it up in a cloth for 
safekeeping.  The master was so angry at that lazy servant that he takes the 
money from him and gives it to the one who has increased his ten-fold.  Now the 
lazy servant has none. 

And the stories of greed continue.  In chapter twenty Jesus tells the 
parable of the vineyard owner who leases his property to tenants. When the crops 
come in, and he sends a servant to collect his rightful portion, the tenants beat 
the servant and throw him outside the gate. Another slave is sent and they do the 
same to him.  Finally, the owner of the property, thinking they will treat his son 
with more respect, sends him to collect what is due.  This time the tenants kill the 
owner’s son.  Jesus then asks, “What will the owner of the vineyard do to them?”  
And before anyone else can answer, Jesus answers his own question. “He will 
come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to others.” 

Finally, in chapter twenty-one, we hear a more positive story.  It’s one of my 
favorite in all of holy scripture.  And it isn’t a parable either; it really happened.  
Jesus and his disciples are in the temple watching as people walk by, placing 
their offerings in the collection plate.  Eventually, a poor widow enters the temple 
and places two tiny coins in the plate.  Jesus is overcome with emotion, and 
praises the woman’s gratitude and sacrificial generosity.  You would have thought 
she had paid for the upkeep of the temple all by herself.  “This poor widow has 
put in more than all the others,” Jesus tells his disciples, “for they have given out 
of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.” 

Now, my brothers and sisters, just for a moment, let’s look at the pattern of 
greed the author of Luke’s gospel has shared with us.  What Luke offers us is not 
a simple exercise in biblical hermeneutics.  It’s not an accident that Luke strings 
these stories together as he does.  There’s a clear and definite purpose here. 

Everywhere Jesus went he encountered people who were greedy and 
selfish.  People who had forgotten that God owns the world, and everything in it.   
As people of God, they had forgotten that they were his servants and that they 
were to live their lives in service to God’s purposes for creation and those around 
them, with compassion and generosity.  And when Jesus does find someone who 
is a worthy steward of God’s benevolent grace, she turns out to be the most 
unlikely of them all.  And, she’s not just a character in one of his parables.  Jesus, 
with his discerning and loving eyes, sees her great sacrifice and praises her for 
her generosity. 



So, for a study in contrast, let’s go back to the parable that is the focus of 
our gospel today.  The farmer in Jesus’ story has been blessed.  His lands have 
produced abundantly, to the point that all his barns are full and overflowing.  
“What should he do?” he asks himself.  The only logical answer he can think of is 
to tear down his barns and build larger ones.  That way he can take early 
retirement, pay off his mortgage, all his credit card balances, send his kids to the 
best colleges, finally join the country club, and live the good life. 

However, what the farmer doesn’t consider, and obviously has no way of 
knowing, is that God has a claim on his life, and it will come due that very night.  
What happens to that farm, and the crops, and those massive barns now?  Who 
will they belong to?  That’s the way it is, Jesus says, with those who live only for 
themselves, and don’t recognize God’s blessings and generosity in their lives.  
Life ends, if not soon, eventually.  Where will they be then? 

My friends, the point of Jesus’ parable seems pretty simple and 
straightforward.  Do not let greed blind you to your true purpose in this life.  If you 
let it, greed will easily become your goal in life.  Give greed free reign, and it will 
become the god you serve.  Understand that your life is not measured by how 
much stuff you have.  God did not create us to be possessed by our possessions. 

It’s a pretty simple concept, isn’t it?  Which begs the question, why is it so 
hard for us to learn?  We’re not fools.  We know better.  The Greek word used here 
for fool is aphron.  It comes from the word phrones, which means “mind” or 
“thought.”  When you put an a in front of the word it forms a negative.  If phrones 
is “mind” or” thought,” aphron means “no mind, or, no thought.” 

The man in Jesus’ story is a fool because he gives no mind to God - he 
literally has no thought of God.  A fool is one who never thinks about God, never 
considers that God is the giver of all good things, who has no desire to repay God 
for his bounty by sharing it with others.  A fool builds bigger barns for crops that 
will eventually decay and become worthless. 

My brothers and sisters, the story of the rich farmer is found only in the 
Gospel of Luke.  When Luke recounts one of Jesus’ parables, he likes to tell us 
the point of the story at the very beginning. This time he does it by stating what 
Jesus said.  And the point he makes is clear and unambiguous - “Be on your 
guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance 
of possessions.”   

Finally, let me share a more modern version of Jesus’ parable. 



There was a burglar who was caught and brought before a judge for trial.  He was 
found guilty, and at his sentencing he was asked by the judge if he had anything 
he wanted to say.  The burglar responded by saying, “Well, you know, your 
Honour, it’s like this.  The more a man has, the more a man wants.”  To which the 
judge replied, “Is that so? Well, let me tell you what I’m going to do.  I’m going to 
sentence you to 15 years in jail.  How many more would you like?” 

The man who wanted Jesus to arbitrate the inheritance dispute with his 
brother in this morning’s Gospel is like that burglar being sentenced by the judge.  
Both of them were motivated by greed, and only cared about themselves and no 
one else.  The rich farmer in Jesus’ parable was the same way.  He cared only 
about himself, and hoarded what he had.  He had no desire to share his wealth 
with others.  He was so concerned about his own earthly success that he forgot 
about the one person who was responsible for that success - God. 

So, back to the beginning.  What was your mood like when you came to 
church this morning?  If it wasn’t what you know it should be, or you want it to be, 
it just might be that you’re thinking that your value in God’s eyes is based more 
on what you have, than on who you are.  This morning Jesus reminds us that one 
of the greatest failures in life is the failure to see the distinction between what we 
have and who we are. 

Remember, my friends, that above all else, you are a child of God.  The God 
who gives you all that you have, and has blessed you to be all that you are.  Keep 
that in mind when you leave this church today, and it just might make all the 
difference in your life - in this world, and the next.  Amen.


