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The Presentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
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In the name of God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen! 

Simeon took [the child Jesus] in his arms and praised God, saying, ‘Master, now 
you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes 
have seen your salvation…’ (Luke 2:28-30). 

Those words include the opening lines in The Song of Simeon - often 
recited as part of Morning and Evening Prayer and Compline.  Also known as the 
Nunc Dimittis, Simeon’s words suggest a spiritual reality in our worship that we 
often overlook.  However, for Simeon, they were a central focus in the story of his 
life.  A focus which I believe should prompt us to ask a similar question about our 
own lives. 

For instance, what good does it do us, if Simeon receives into his arms the 
child Jesus, and we do not?  What good does it do us if Simeon’s eyes see 
salvation in the baby Jesus, and our eyes do not?  What good does it do us if 
Simeon is free to go in peace, if we are not? 

My friends, it is not enough to come here this morning to simply celebrate 
the story of Simeon receiving the child Jesus - seeing in Jesus the Lord’s 
promised Messiah, and then being set free to go in peace.  If that’s all we do, if 
that’s all this celebration of The Presentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
Temple is about, then we have built a 2000 year old wall around this story, and 
missed the point entirely.  If we leave here this morning believing that the Good 
News inherent in our gospel story is only about a man named Simeon, who lived 
in a time long ago and a place far away, and doesn’t have much to do with our 
lives today, we have missed the point of the gospel.  This morning we need to 
liberate the truth of Simeon’s story from any narrow interpretation, and let it 
transcend its natural history. 

While there is an historical truth to the presentation of Jesus in the temple, 
there is also a larger truth, a truth not limited by time and place.  Simeon’s story is 
an example of an experience that has happened, and continues to happen, every 
day, around the world, for all people.  The truth of Simeon’s story is also present 
in our lives, here and now, in a very real way, for you and me.  It is as much our 
story as it was Simeon’s. 



So, if we want to understand Simeon’s story, and claim it as our own, then 
strangely enough, it would be helpful to know a little bit more about Simeon. 

Ancient historians tell us that the Egyptian pharaoh Ptolemy II 
Philadelphus, who reigned during the third century B.C. (285-247 B.C.), wanted to 
include translations of the Hebrew Scriptures in the famous Library at Alexandria.  
Ptolemy invited scholars from Jerusalem to come to Egypt to do the translations.  
The tradition of the church suggests that Simeon was one of the seventy scholars 
who came to Alexandria to translate the Hebrew Scriptures into Greek.  When the 
translations were completed, their work was called “The Septuagint” - a 
reference to the number 70 associated with the number of translators.   To this 
day the Septuagint continues to be the version of the Hebrew Scriptures still used 
by the Orthodox Church. 

Tradition further tells us that while Simeon was at work translating a book 
of the Prophet Isaiah, he came to the verse in chapter 7 that says, “Behold, a 
virgin shall conceive in the womb, and shall bring forth a Son” (Is 7:14).  Simeon 
thought that “virgin” was inaccurate term, and he wanted to correct the text to 
read “woman.”  At that moment an angel appeared to him and said, “You shall 
see these words fulfilled.  And you shall not die until you behold Christ the Lord 
born of a pure and spotless Virgin.” 

From that day on, Simeon lived in expectation of one day seeing the 
Messiah God had promised.  As scripture tells us, much later in life, Simeon was 
guided by the Holy Spirit to the Temple in Jerusalem.  It was on the very day that 
Mary and Joseph had come to the Temple in order to perform the ritual 
purification prescribed by Jewish Law, 40 days after Jesus’ birth. 

In the Temple Simeon sees Mary and Joseph and the baby Jesus.  Simeon 
takes Jesus in his arms, recognizes him as the promised Savior, and says, 
“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of 
all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people 
Israel.” (Lk 2:29-32). 

Now, St. Peter’s is a smart congregation.  And, I know what you’re thinking.   
If we do the math, we know that the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the 
Hebrew Scriptures, was almost certainly completed by the year 132 B.C.  The 
translation itself was supposed to have begun around the third century B.C.   
Which means that Simeon had to be a really old guy.  If the traditions around 
Simeon are factually accurate, he would have been well into his third century of 
life when Jesus was brought to the temple by Mary and Joseph. 

So, there you have the basis for a wonderful conversation about the unique 
place the traditions of the church play in our understanding of the history 
presented to us in Holy Scripture.  However, now is not the time for us to have 
that conversation.  Let’s not get bogged down on whether the tradition is 
accurate, or not - whether Simeon was really that old, or how someone could live 
to be that old.  My brothers and sisters, that’s not the point of the gospel.   



Think about this.  Scripture tells us that Simeon was an old man when he 
encounters Jesus in the Temple.  Scripture also tells us that Simeon has been 
promised that he will see the Messiah, the Christ, the one whose name means 
salvation.   Whether that promise was made nearly two hundred years ago, or not, 
Luke’s gospel clearly says it was a promise made to Simeon by God.  Simeon 
must have lived those days, or years, or decades - and who knows, maybe 
centuries, with a faith filled with hope, trust, expectation, and anticipation.  Every 
day, during all that time, Simeon is left waiting and wondering - questioning -  
“Will this be the day?  Is this the day I will see the promised Messiah, or is this the 
day I will finally give up hope?  Is this the day I will experience the fulfillment of 
God’s promise, or is this the day I say, it will never be fulfilled?” 

Simeon’s life was one of hopeful expectation, anticipation, and waiting.  
And, my friends, like Simeon, we might be asking the same questions.  Is there 
anyone among us who hasn’t had his or her life characterized at some point by 
hopeful expectation, anticipation, and waiting?  I’m sure we’ve all been there at 
some point in our lives.   Waiting for, and needing something to happen, living in 
expectation and hope, anticipating the future, and wondering if today would be 
the day.  We’ve all had those mornings, when we wake up, having to decide 
whether we still believe in God’s future, or whether we’re going to give it up 
because we’re tired of waiting. 

We all know what it’s like to wait – waiting for something in our lives to 
change - for the grief to go away, for a prayer to be answered, for joy to return, 
for forgiveness and reconciliation, for clarity about a decision, for meaning and 
purpose, for healing and new life.  We wait and we hope for all sorts of things. 

We have lots of expectations for what God will do in our lives and in our 
world.  I believe we’ve all come here today with some hope, some need, some 
expectation.  We’ve come here this morning trusting and anticipating the promise 
that God is truly present and working in our lives - even if we can’t see, or clearly 
understand what it might be.  So we show up and we wait for the miracle.  And 
that, my brothers and sisters, is exactly what Simeon did, day after day, year after 
year, through the whole of his life. 

So what’s the miracle for Simeon?  And for us?  I don’t think it has anything 
to do with whether Simeon lived to a really old age, or not.  And I don’t think it’s 
really about whether Simeon held the baby Jesus, or not.  And I don’t think that 
it’s about Simeon’s eyes seeing salvation, or that Simeon had been set free to go 
in peace.  My friends, those things are happening all the time.  The presentation 
of Jesus is all around us, every day.  So what was the real miracle for Simeon? 

Here’s what I think the miracle is.  Simeon was a man of faith.  He 
continued to show up.  He continued to be vigilant and attentive.  He continued to 
trust the promise that God had made him.  He continued to wait with hope and 
expectation.  While Simeon certainly had questions, he never despaired.  He 
never walked away from the promise.  My brothers and sisters, the miracle for 
Simeon, and for us, can be found in just showing up. 



And, yes, sometimes showing up is the most difficult thing we do, and it 
takes everything we have to just show up.  But that, my friends, is always the 
question before us.  Will we continue to show up?  Will we be awake and vigilant?  
Will we continue to live with hope and trust?  Showing up is the means through 
which God fulfilled God’s promise to Simeon.  And showing up is how we too will 
see the Savior and claim God’s promise. 

So, today, and in the week to come, think about this.  Simeon thought he 
was waiting for the child to show up.  But what if it was really Jesus waiting for 
Simeon to show up?  What if the story Luke shares with us this morning of Jesus 
being presented in the Temple, is really more about us being patient and showing 
up as a symbol of our commitment to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.   What if 
Simeon’s patience, and his showing up in the Temple, over and over again, is 
really more about our need to do the same thing - being there, so that when 
Jesus shows up, he can present us to our God?  That, is what I believe the 
Presentation of Our Lord is all about.  That is the Good News for us today.  One 
that transcends centuries, like God’s promise, from generation to generation. 

My brothers and sisters, every Sunday, when we come to church, we 
embrace the gift of God’s son, Jesus Christ.  He is present in our worship, and in 
our communing.  And in that communing, our Savior presents us to God, the 
Father.  In our showing up, like it was for Simeon, we too, are provided a glimpse 
of the salvation that Jesus has promised all people.  All we have to do, is keep 
showing up.  Amen.


